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To the Members of the Lowerhouse Cricket Clubd.

GeNTLEMEN,— I beg to submit to you my seventh annual match repozt, and
to assure you that I have again the distinguished privilege of recording the
performances of a suecessful season.

During the past season, 17 matches have been played—9 of them by the
first eleven and 8 by the second eleven. Of these 17 matches, 15 have been
decided and 2 drawn; of those decided we won 10, while the remaining 5
resulted adversely to uws. In the 9 matehes played by the first eleven, we
were victorious in 5, defeated in 8, and 1 was drawn; in the 8 matches
played by the second eleven, we were victorious in 5, defeatedin 2, and 1 was
drawn. The aggregate result of all matches played since the formation of
the club is as follows: 83 won, 84 lost, 17 drawn—total, 184. Verily, such
a performance may defy comparison. ;

‘With respect to the batting and bowling of 1869, I am compelled to say
that neither of them are up to the standard of past years. The fact that we
were opposed to stronger batting and bowling will, of course, very easily
explain that ; but how are we to account for the preponderance of victories ?
The answer is evident—what the batting and bowling did not accomplish, the
fielding must have done. The fielding of 1869 therefors takes precedence
over every other branch of the game.

As was decided two years ago, prizes have been awarded to the best aver-
age batsmen and bowlers in the first and second elevens. In the first eleven,
Mr. A. Wolstenholme carried off both honours. He stands first in the
batting with the magnificent average of 30 rums per innings, obtained by
thoroughly scientific cricket. In the bowling he is not so fortunate, being
barely a shadow in front of Messrs. D. Haworth, G. Hargreaves and T. Lay-
cock. Mr. B. Crooke won the batting prize in the second eleven with an
average of 16. His runs throughout were obtained with a precision and
steadiness worthy of imitation amongst a considerable number of our players.
The bowling prize in the second eleven was won by Mr. G. Hargreaves, with
an average yet unequalled in the annals of our club. Considering his youth

and his last ssason’s performances, he is one upon whom the club must-

reckon in the future.
For the last few years, nothing perhaps has pressed so heavily upon the
club as the want of adequate accommodation in the shape of a pavilion.
It was at once a difficulty and a necessity, and our anxiety to meet it was so
thoroughly and persistently sustained thet it seemed the one crowning
point of our aspirations. With the generous agsistance of the public of
Lowerhouse and the immediate district, we have been enabled to ersct a
neat and commodi structure. - Since then, and in order to make it of the
greatest possible service to the club, laws have been established, which
impose upon members the strictest decorum when me$ within it, for cither
cltib or merely social purposes. I may here observe, in reference to one law
which permits us to meet during the long winter evenings, that we might,
and ought, by the introduction of books and newspapers, to make it a
medium of valuable mutual instruction. Thus conducted, we might supply
each other during the winter months with what, I fear, too many of us
ignore during the summer months, viz :—a good fund of useful knowledge.
In conclusion, permit me to say that it is almost with a pang of regreb
that I announce this my last official appearance before you. For a period
of seven years, I have been the recipient of your kindness and forbearance,
in my humble endeavours to discharge the respective duties of vice-president
and secretary. In myown poor way, I have sought, however vainly, to
identify myselfwith whatever of change or novelty that might tend to raise
~and give permanence to the ¢lub. I need scarcely add that I shall continue
to take the liveliest interest in your welfare.

I remain, Gentlemen,
Very respectfully yours,
JAMES SUTCLIFFE, HoN. SECRETARY.
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The following played in ore match and scored as follows :—J. Holey 0; C.
Parker, 4; J. Suteliffe, not out, 0.
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The following played in one match only, and scored as follows:—W.
Crabtree, 86; J. Mitchell, 0; C. Pate, 0; J. Thornber, 0; R. Tagg, 1 and 2,
J. Hargreaves, 0; M, Starkie, 0. :

* The asterisk signifies not out.




